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Unined Federal Palicy for Ensuring Watershed Approach to Federal Land
and Resource Management

Federal Register: February 22, 2000 (Vatlume 65, number 35)

Nutives. page 6834-8840, voiume 83, number 35, page 8833-8833

Comments. Review of the Department of Intenor gecretary Bruce Babbirt
and U 8.0 A. Secrelary Glinckman's Annaumramant of the unified fadors!
policy for ensuring @ watershed approach te federst tand and icsource
management falsely leads the reader to believe this policy only applies

to federally managed {and and rasources. This proposed policy
potentally wnpacts all private, state, and local governments iands.

With terms such as "significant’ and "resources’ left ungefined,
within this docunient, federal agencies souldpulaitially definvele ewery
watershed with 2 welland, migrster; £7d or endangered species withun s
houndanes

Untfied F edasral policy for ensuring » watershaed approach to Federal
Land and Resource Management. Once watarsheds are delineated, (some
20.000) by some federal ageneies are to access the existing and potential
condition of watersheds and classify them, Note. “Clean water or other
natural resgurce goals” are nut outlined in the document. in fact under
poird nuimter 2 (8), the documen slaies sl 5iaiss Bral Mmansgement goals
wifl be identificd and incarporoted into watcrshed menagement plans,
programs and aefiora mt s Inter date.

2(5) Furthermore, point 2(5) of the plan states that watershed
assesements and management wil be based of good =cienre, but goes on n
“Glossary of Terms” to say that “assessment wif be conductad 1sing
existing data. where available” and "data gap may suggest collection of
agamonal gata ”

£.P.A's assessment of water quality 10 date, has nothing or has
been anything but good science. in 1939 an £.1 A raport led Congress in
to believe that agricuitura poiluted 70% of the nations streams, In
oliwr 1555 documenis, E.P.A siates thal 40% of U.S. waiarways are siiii
poliuted and 60% ot the poliution comes from agriculture and wban non
point sources. But £.P A 'z own actual data supports neither of their
staternents. The data used to justdy requiatng Animal Feeding
Operatans (Al O's) show that only 693,915 miles ot 3.6 million mites of
streams in Amneriva e 18.3% were surveyed. Of those 6§93 505 milcs of
surveyed stream, only 14 0/5 mues, or 2%, had majer problema duc to
fivestock. & must be remembered however, that even this data is suspect
because most surveymg ocnurs in areas where problems were thonght to be
likely, and 2. 2% of the da18 came from the State of Mississippi.

The prevention end controls outiined nclude the establishmant of
total, maxmum Daily Loads (T.M.D.L.'s} and Beat Management Practices
(8.M.P.'s). Whie this rule states that is will implement these actions
in a manner cansistent with iegal authanities, @ qualifies this
statement by using the tarm "applicable legal authorities” and does not
limit thesp authorities to the stallfles passed by Congrees and signed by
presidents past and peesent. The proposed rule daes not acknowledgs the
fuct the Clean Water Act explicitly exempts non-source polivtion from
regulation and that Faderal Agencies have no legal authority to implement

chAFHBEERINED

AR

I a WA



{M.DL'sand BM.P.'s. [tca only be assumed that this section of the
Clean Water Act is not considered "applicable legal authority”

Arso under the T.M.D.L. reguiation, the term “polution” is
redetined 10 include any irydviiogic mrodification. in other words, any
diversion of wster pursuant (G &5 sstablished water right could be
considerad pollution

The establishment of TM.D L . wilf ikely resift in me permitting
of all activities withm a watershed that don't meet the standards to be
estabiished, by the EP A.. Coet to smal businesses could be
astronomical, as shown by American Farm Bureay Federation's analysis of
the E.P.A's January 1558 Unified Natonal Strategy for animal feeding
gperadens. Under these reguluiions aff 458,000 farms and ranches with
fivestock wit have to be pemitted o have Comprehensive Nutrient
Management Plans “to ensure they do not polkte water resource above and
below ground by the year 2008, Farm Bureau estimates the average cost of
developing these plane will be $50,000 per farm with larger operations
excesding $100.000.

The Vice President: Clean Waler annotation also states that the
milion mides of buffer strngs protection water from agricutiure runoff
witl be put ini place by the year 2002. Tirsc dre three milhon miles of
rivers and straamns in the United States currantly cuned by the federat
pavernment. This dlrective cnuld mean svery fiver and sfream in Amenca
croseing private and state tand will have a buffer zone piaced around it
Also too provide habitat for endangered species, fith and wildiife.

| hereby submit the above commants.
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